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Course Description  

 

Chances are, at some point in your childhood, you heard an adult utter the phrase, "Kids these days!  

Why, when I was growing up . . . ." What followed was generally some tale of woe, perhaps involving 

being seen but not heard or walking barefoot through the snow to school -- uphill both ways.  You 

may have dismissed these stories ("Sure, Grandpa"), but they raise an interesting question: was 

childhood different for earlier generations?  This course will take on that question, examining the way 

Western society has treated children and defined childhood over the last few hundred years.  We will 

examine four major views on children (two in each semester): children as puppets (to be controlled), as 

animals (to be tamed), as plants (to be tended), and as geniuses (to be amazed).  In the psychology 

portion of the course, this means studying how scientific views of human nature have changed along 

with understanding of the mind of a child.  In the English portion of the course, this means studying 

the way that culture has shaped how children have been imagined in a variety of literary and cultural 

texts. 

 

 

Our Big Questions for the Fall Semester  

 

PUPPETS 

 

 

~How did the didactic 

beginnings of children’s 

literature shape the notion of 

childhood? 

~Do we have free will?  

~What is science? 

 

 

 

 

ANIMALS 

 

 

~How do 

anthropomorphism and 

anthropocentrism help 

children understand the 

world? 

~ Do parents matter? 

~What are the stages 

in child development? 

 

 

 



Required Texts  

 

Psychology 

All Psychology readings will be available on Moodle 

 

Both 

A Writer’s Reference, Diane Hacker 

 

 

 

English 

Selected Tales, Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm 

The Jungle Book, Rudyard Kipling 

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH, Robert C. 

O’Brien 

 

Course Objectives  

 

Psychology 

Knowledge 

• Gain an understanding of the breadth of 

the field of psychology 

• Become familiar with major philosophical 

approaches to psychology, and their 

historical roots 

• Understand the scientific method as used 

in psychological research 

 

   Skills 

• Writing for a general scientific 

audience 

• Improving critical thinking 

• Applying psychological science to your 

own life 

 

 

English 

   Knowledge 

• Become familiar with key texts for 

children 

• Gain perspective on cultural influences 

on literature 

• Become familiar with literary terms 

and devices 

    

 

   Skills 

• Analytical thinking 

• Clear, persuasive writing 

• Essay writing in the humanities 

• Independent research 

• Self-reflection through writing 

 

 

Fall Semester Requirements  

 

1.  Reading Responses ~ On Mondays and Wednesdays by 10 pm, you will post to Moodle a 

thoughtful, well-written paragraph in response to the assigned reading.  Your paragraph should 

respond to the specific question on Moodle, or if no specific question is given, pose interesting 

questions or forward an argument meant to provoke discussion of the reading.  You may choose not to 

respond to three readings over the semester. 

 

2.  In-Class Exams ~ For both units (puppets and animals), you will complete an in-class exam on the 

unit’s material.  For English, these essays will give you the space to create an original argument on the 

texts and showcase your analytical writing skills. For Psychology, they will include a mix of 

psychology and history content knowledge, as well as analysis. 



 

3.  Interview / Presentation ~ Over fall break, you will interview a parent or grandparent on his/her 

childhood memories, and create a presentation comparing his/her childhood with your own.  Your 

presentation will focus on a specific issue of your choosing such as discipline, recreation, education, etc. 

 

4.  Children’s Book ~ Your major project this fall is an original children’s book you will write, 

illustrate, and present to the class at the end of the semester.  During the semester you will complete a 

number of minor assignments in preparation for this project. 

 

5.  Final Exam ~ You will complete a two-hour, short answer exam that will test your knowledge of 

both the literary and psychological texts you studied this semester. 

 

6.  Participation ~ Because class is primarily based on discussion and group work, you will be graded 

according to your participation in class.  Participation includes being on time to class, taking part in 

discussion, volunteering your work, and responding appropriately to peers’ work during workshops.  

Participation also includes your respect of class time.  

6a. Cell phone policy: At the beginning of each class, everyone (even teachers) will place cell 

phones aside. This way we will avoid temptation. You will be able to check your cell phone 

during breaks. 

 

7.  Attendance ~ Attendance is mandatory.  We will give you three “freebies”; however, for every 

class you miss after your third absence, your final grade for the course will be lowered by 1/3 of a 

letter grade.  If you are late to class three times, we will count that as one absence. 

 

 

College Policies and Logistics  

 

Collegiate Credit: Please note that the two courses you are taking as this First-Year Colloquium 

(FYC)—FYEC 247—can be used to help you meet some of Randolph-Macon’s collegiate 

requirements, including one course in the Social Sciences Area of Knowledge (AOK), and one in the 

Arts Area of Knowledge, though they do not meet any requirements in the Cross Area Requirements 

(CAR).   

 

Regarding the award of credit, from the College catalog: 

 • A student who does not complete successfully the first semester of an FYC is not permitted to take 

the second semester of the FYC. Those students should complete an alternative AOK course during 

spring. These students must still take ENGL 185 if it was not successfully completed during the fall 

semester. 

• A student who does not complete successfully the second semester of an interleaved FYC receives 

elective credit for the semester that was passed, but does not receive any AOK or CAR credit. 

 

Major/minor credit:  Successful completion of this course will not count toward the major or minor 

in psychology or in English. 



  

 

Final examination policy: As a reminder, students must take the final exam for this class at the time 

it is scheduled by the Registrar.  Any student who has a conflict with this exam time must have 

approval from the Associate Dean of the College in order to change the time of the exam.  Students 

may seek approval by completing the Exam Change Request form, available in the Provost’s Office.  

Please be aware that reasons such as travel plans, work scheduling conflicts, or events within a 

student’s control will not be considered valid grounds for an exam change.  Any student who does not 

take a final exam in a course will automatically receive a grade of F in the course, according to College 

policy. 

 

Special Needs:  The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other Federal laws require R-MC to 

provide a reasonable accommodation to any individual who advises us of a physical, psychological, or 

learning disability.  If you have a disability that requires an accommodation, please register with the 

Office for Disability Support Services, located in the Higgins Academic Center.  Arrange a meeting 

with us to discuss your needs and we’ll be happy to make the necessary accommodations.  

 

Though “reasonable accommodation” is the legal right of people with disabilities, this course is 

designed to be universally accessible for students regardless of disability or any other individual 

categorization.  If you feel that some characteristic (really anything) of yours will interfere with or 

complicate your learning in this class, please let us know as soon as possible, and we can consider 

together how to solve this problem.  

 

Evaluation  

 

Your final grade will be calculated using the following percentages: 

 

Reading Responses  20% 

In-Class Exams  20% 

Interview/Presentation 15% 

Children’s Book  20% 

Final Exam   15% 

Participation   10% 

 

 


